The study of the diatoms has taken on a much greater importance than formerly, because of the now generally recognized fact that the role they play in aquatic life, 
PKOCEEDIXGS OF THE XATIOlSrAL MUSEUM. vol. 60. net is drawn through the water slowly, preferably back of a rowboat, until the desired quantity of plankton diatoms has been secured. This is washed into a jar, partly filled with water, bj'^reversing the net, A small quantity of commercial foi'malin is then added to the jar to kill all the organisms and allow them to settle. The time required for settling depends upon the height of the water in the jar, but should be given an hour in a jar containing 10 to 12 inches of water, as the diatoms, which are characteristically delicate in planli- 
